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What if Mallory had survived the mountain, what ghosts
would have haunted him?

Was George Mallory the first man to climb Everest? It’s 90 years since he and
Andrew Irvine vanished into the mist on their final push toward the unconquered
summit of Everest. They were never seen alive again and passed into
mountaineering legend. Whether they were the first to climb the mountain,
thirty years before Hilary, is a debate that still rages.

John Burns has brought Mallory back to life in a unique one-man play that
combines physical theatre, film and especially composed music in a stunning
production that is engaging, funny and moving. With music produced by
Bob Pegg and including original film footage of the 1924 Everest expedition,
shown by kind permission of the British Film Institute, the play provides a
fascinating insight into the mind of a man torn between his love for his wife Ruth
and his relentless, burning desire to be the first man to reach the highest point
on earth. Beyond Everest is a human story told with humour and passion.

This will be John Burns’ second play on the Fringe. His first, A Passion for Evil,
went on to be developed by the Lowry, Salford and toured the UK. Burns, a
mountaineer himself and an award-winning writer, uses his insight into the
world of climbing and the minds of men willing to face the ultimate challenge, to
bring a unique perspective on this controversial climber. Whilst the play is about
one of the world’s greatest mountaineers, it challenges us all to consider why we
risk everything, our life and our love, for such fleeting triumphs.

www.MalloryBeyondEverest.com

P
R

E
S

S 
 R

E
L

E
A

S
E

C venues
vibrant vivacious variety

   head of external affairs
Sheridan Humphreys

general manager
Alice de Cent

artistic director
Hartley T A Kemp

year round administration
C venues London

5 Alexandra Mansions
Chichele Road

London NW2 3AS

during the Fringe in August
C venues Edinburgh

Press office at C nova
India Buildings, Victoria Street

Ticket collection at any C venue

press office tel 0845 260 1060
fax 0845 260 1061

box office tel 0845 260 1234

email press@Cvenues.com
www.Cvenues.com

John Burns

Mallory: Beyond Everest
by John Burns

Non printing sections
 

 

space between company name and show name – default
size 4pt - select box and change font size to adjust

space between show name and author – default size
4pt - select box and change font size to adjust

show author for press release – delete contents if not a real person

show title for press release

company name for press release

body text word count

press release advertised start time
15:00

press release contact details

press release advertised running time
1h00

Burns

07506 501741
07506 501741
07506 501741

austinlow1984@gmail.com,
john.538burns@btinternet.com

press
John

John Burns

mobileJohn Burns on 07506 501741 / john.538burns@btinternet.com

ten word blurb

twenty word blurb

fringe programme 40-word blurb

In 1924 George Mallory vanished on the slopes of Everest, carrying the
hopes of a nation ravaged by war. What if Mallory reached the summit and
survived? Physical theatre, projection and music explore one man's
obsession. www.MalloryBeyondEverest.com
fringe web blurb

Mallory and his climbing partner, Sandy Irvine, vanished into the mist high
on Everest in 1924. They carried with them the hopes of a nation ravaged by
World War One. But what if Mallory had survived Everest, what demons
would have haunted him? This one-man play, uses a combination of physical
theatre, projection and specially composed music to explore the nature of
obsession, and looks at what drives a man to sacrifice himself and those he
loves for a symbolic goal. Comedy and tragedy combine to create a piece
that is both moving, funny, and controversial.
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